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Sir: 



In accordance with MPEP 609 and 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98, Applicant brings 
the references listed on the attached PTO-1449-Form to the Examiner's attention and requests 
that they be considered and made of record in this application. Copies of the non-U.S. 
patents are attached. This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within tliree (3) 
months of the tiling date of this application. Thus, no fee is believed to he due for this 
Information Disclosure Statement. However, the Commissioner is authorized to charge any 
fees associated with this communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 
50-1836. A duplicate copy of this Statement is enclosed for that purpose. 

Since this application was filed after June 30, 2003, the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office waives the requirement under 37 C.F.R. 1 .98 (a) (2) (i) for submitting a copy of each 
cited U.S. Patent and each U.S. patent application publication. 

Swiss Patent Publication No. 226386 appears to disclose a transmission device in 
which the sprockets are shifted in an axial direction as seen in Figures 1 and 2. 
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* * * 
Prompt examination on the merits is respectfully requested. 
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^ Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional) . ^ See Kinds Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www.us pto.nov or MPEP 901.04. 
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indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. * Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is 
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